Uncle Podger Hangs a Picture  by Jerome K. Jerome
Essential Vocabulary & Definitions
· Commotion: A state of confused, noisy, and chaotic disturbance.
· Spirit Level: A woodworking or masonry tool used to determine if a surface or object is perfectly flat and straight.
· Grovel: To lie or crawl with the face downward in a humble, fearful, or helpless manner.
· Precipitated: To be thrown downward with great force, or to bring about something suddenly and unexpectedly.
· Hinder: To create difficulties for someone, resulting in delays or obstruction.
· Picture Cord: A sturdy cord, wire, or chain used to hang a framed picture on a wall.
· Charwoman: A woman hired to do general cleaning and household chores.
· Grunt: A short, low, guttural sound made when expressing discomfort, annoyance, or exertion.
· Dead beat: An informal expression meaning completely exhausted and tired.
· Evident: Plain, obvious, and easy to see or understand.

Short Answer Questions
Q  .1 Write a brief note about the author of Uncle Podger Hangs a Picture.
Ans.  Jerome  K. Jerome  was an English writer and humorist, best known for his comic travelogue ‘Three men in  a Boat’ from which this comic narrative of Uncle Podger is taken.  He was born in 1859 in England  and died in 1927.
Q 2  What job did Uncle Podger undertake? Or What was the ‘job’ Uncle Podger undertook to do?           (Imp )    
 Ans. Uncle Podger undertook the job of hanging a picture on the wall of his house.
Q 3. Where was the picture kept in the house, waiting to be put up ?
 Ans – The picture was kept standing against the wall in the dining hall.
Q 4. Name the items or tools that Uncle Podger asked the children to bring?					(Imp)
Ans. Uncle Podger asked to bring some nails, a hammer, a rule, a stepladder, a kitchen chair, a spirit-level and a picture-cord.
 Q.5  What did Uncle Podger ask the girl to bring and what did he forget to tell her?         			(Imp)
Ans : Uncle Podger asked the girl to bring some nails and forgot to tell her the size.
Q 6. Why Uncle Podger wanted to send the girl out again after she had brought the nails ?
Ans Uncle Podger wanted to send the girl out again for a bit of picture cord.
Q.7 Name the children in the story. 							                           (Imp)
Ans: Maria, Tom, Will and Jim.
Q 8. How did Uncle Podger cut his finger ?								(Imp)
Ans. Uncle Podger cut his finger while he was trying to save the glass when the picture slipped off his hands and was out of frame.
Q 9.  Why did Uncle Podger want his coat?
Ans:  Uncle Podger wanted his coat as he was looking for the handkerchief which was kept in the pocket of the coat.
Q 10 Why could Uncle Podger not find his coat and his handkerchief ?
Ans. Uncle Podger couldn’t find his handkerchief because it was in the pocket of the coat on which 
          he himself was sitting. 
Q.11 Where was the coat found? 									(Imp)
Ans: The coat was on the chair and Uncle Podger was sitting on it.    
Q.12 Who was Mr. Goggles? 
Ans: Mr. Goggles was Uncle Podger’s neighbour.  Jim was sent to him to get the spirit level.
Q 13 Why did Uncle Podger send Jim to Mr. Goggles?
Ans Uncle Podger sent Jim to Mr. Goggles, to borrow his spirit-level.


Q 14. What happened after the children found the hammer for Uncle Podger ?
Ans   The children found the hammer but then Uncle Podger couldn’t find the mark he had made on the wall, for the nail to go in.
Q 15. What happened when Uncle Podger was leaning over the chair at an angle of forty-five  degrees?    
 Ans  To measure using a string Uncle Podger was leaning over the chair, trying to reach a point three inches beyond what was possible for him to reach, he fell on the piano striking all the keys together. He started shouting and blaming others for this.
  Q 16. What was the Aunt Maria’s reaction to Uncle Podger’s act of  falling on the piano and then dropping the hammer ? 											           (Imp)
Ans. Aunt Maria declared that she would leave for her mother’s house along with  children to keep them away from such mess, if Uncle Podger was going to do such work next time. 
Q 17  When was the picture finally hung?                           						(Imp)
 Ans The picture was finally hung by the midnight.  
Q 18. Why was the picture “ very crooked and insecure”?              					(Imp)
Ans. The picture was very crooked and insecure because it was hung after many unsuccessful attempts and it caused injuries, falls and mess all around.
Q.19 What would uncle Podger say at the end?   
Ans.  At the end Uncle Podger would scorn at the people who would always call somebody  from outside for doing such petty tasks as hanging a picture.  Also he said he enjoyed doing such things.
Analytical Questions
Q.1 Write a brief introduction to the story.
Ans: This story, a comic narrative, is an excerpt from the popular novel of the author ‘Three Men in a Boat’ published in 1889. The Novel was based on the life of Jerome himself. It is a humorous account of a two-week  boating holiday on the Thames from Kingston to Oxford and back to Kingston. This story is about Jerome’s Uncle, who appears in an anecdote told by the author.
Q.2 How did he cause ‘commotion’ at home? 
Ans: Uncle Podger involved all the members of the family including children, the char woman and Aunt Podger, in the task of hanging the picture on the wall. He kept them engaged throughout the evening, dropping one thing or the other due to his clumsy moves and often hurting himself and others, assigning them one or the other task. It caused commotion in the house. 
Q.3 How did the family feel after the picture was finally put up? Happy and relieved ?  Tired and miserable? Give reason.
Ans.  The family felt tired and miserable because Uncle Podger kept them engaged throughout the evening, dropping one thing or the other due to his clumsy moves and often hurting himself and others, and kept assigning them one or the other task. By the time the picture was finally put up, it was mid- night  and everybody got tired and exhausted.
Q.4 Write down four actions that make uncle Podger a funny character. 
Ans. Uncle Podger is forgetful, clumsy in his movements, blames others for no fault of theirs’ and is over-confident . 
Q 5 How many times did Uncle Podger fail to hang the picture? List the evidences  from the story.

Ans           Write your answer.

Summary/ Characterization

Character of Uncle Podger         
Uncle Podger is very messy and forgetful person. He is a man who is difficult to please and who can not do anything quietly or without creating a mess. Still he does not allow anyone else to do a job. When he wants to hang the picture on the wall, he spoils the entire wall and the picture is hung crooked. Uncle Podger doesn’t do things in an organised way. When he is hanging the picture upon the wall, the picture frame slips and the frame comes out. Trying to save the glass he injures his finger. Then he needs handkerchief from his coat’s pocket, but he forgot where he kept his coat. He blames everyone for not being able to find his coat. The irony is that when he took off his coat, he kept it on the chair and he restlessly sat on it with his finger injured. He attempts climbing the kitchen chair and leaning on it, falls down on the piano. Then he accidentally drops the hammer and hurts someone’s toe.  He is clumsy in his movements. He engages everyone in the house with one or the other thing and taxes himself too. 

        When he falls from the ladder, he loses his temper and starts cursing and abusing. He blames others without realizing that it was his own fault. The work that takes less than half an hour, when taken up by uncle Podger takes a whole day up till midnight with everyone tired and exhausted. He also goes to the extent of saying that women made fuss instead of accepting that he has created a chaos. Uncle Podger is a proud man who has a high opinion of himself. He is eccentric and attaches a major importance to even trivial jobs. All this makes him a comic and humorous character for readers. The writer Jerome Klapka Jerome has portrayed Uncle Podger well as a comic character.



The Gift of the Magi               by O. Henry
Bulldozing- use force insensitively when dealing with someone or something
Imputation- accusation
Parsimony- extreme unwillingness to spend money
Sniffles- sniff slightly or repeatedly
Mendicancy- the condition of being a beggar or begging
Vestibule- lobby next to the outer door of a building
Blurred- not clear
Sterling- excellent or valuable
Whirled- moved rapidly
Janitor- caretaker or doorkeeper of the building
Envy- jealousy
Cascade- a small waterfall
Faltered- hesitated
Splashed- caused liquid to fall on something
Sparkled- shone
Hashed- chopped into small pieces and cooked again
Ransacked- go through a place to steal things or cause damage, search thoroughly
Meretricious- apparently attractive but without any real value
Sly- cunning
Ravages- destructive effects of something
Mammoth- huge
Truant- being absent
Setter- a large long-haired dog trained to stand rigid when scenting game
Quail- a small bird
Patent- sole right, obvious
Trance- an induced half-unconscious state
Discreet- careful and prudent in speech or actions
Scrutiny- critical observation
Nimble- quick and light in movement
Coveted- greatly desired
Adornments- decorations
Singed- slightly burnt
Ardent- enthusiastic or passionate
Dandy- a man concerned with looking stylish, excellent
Manger- a long tray or trough from which cattle feed
Chronicle- a factual written account
1. From where does Della get the $1.87 according to the text? 
a. By haggling with merchants		 b. By shoveling sidewalks in front of stores                                     c. By stealing the money from stores      d. By working for the grocer, butcher, & vegetable man 

2. Why is Della upset at the beginning of the story?                                                                                               
a. She lost her job shoveling in front of the stores on her block.        b. She has been fighting with Jim.       c. She does not have enough money to buy a nice present for Jim.                                                                              d. She was recently arrested by the mendicancy squad.  
 
3. What are Jim and Della's most valued possessions? 
a. Jim's watch and Della's hat                             b. Jim's overcoat and Della's jacket                                                         c. Jim's shoes and Della's cooking pot               d. Jim's watch and Della's hair         
 
4. Why does Della go to Madame Sofronie's?                                                                                                                                          
a. To look for work 				b. To sell her hair 
c. To beg for money 				d. To shovel Madame Sofronie's sidewalk 
5. Which figurative language technique is used in the following sentence? "I couldn't have lived through Christmas without giving you a present." 
a. Metaphor 			b. Personification 						                              c. Hyperbole 			d. Understatement 

6. Which best explains why Jim is so stunned when he first sees Della?  					 
a. He doesn't like how his wife looks with short hair.	
 b. He is shocked that she bought him such a nice gift. 
c. He doesn't recognize his wife. 
d. He bought her a gift that she can't use.
 
7. Which best describes the narrator's tone in this sentence from the last paragraph? "Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise ones, possibly bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication."
 a. Humorous		 b. Serious	 	 c. Melancholy 			d. Intolerant                                                                              

8. With which statement would the narrator most likely agree?                                                                             
a. Jim and Della's gifts were bad because they did not consider one another's needs.                                                b. Jim and Della's gifts were good because they will each get a lot of use out of their nice gifts.                           c. Jim and Della's gifts were bad because they wasted their money on things that they can't use.                             d. Jim and Della's gifts were good because they sacrificed so much for one another.                                                  

9. Which event happened last?                                                                                                                                                                     a. Della bought Jim a gift.			 b. Della cried about only having $1.87.                                           c. Della went to Madame Sofronie's                       d. Della got her hair cut.                                                                       

10. Which statement best expresses the theme of this story?                                                                                         
a. Make sure that you give people gifts that they can actually use.                                                                                       b. Spending time with the people you love is more important than getting them gifts.                                                                   c. The best gifts involve sacrifice.                                                                                                                                                     d. Don't waste your money on expensive gifts

1. What is Jim's full name?
Ans: Jim's full name is James Dillingham Young.

2. How much money had Della managed to save for Jim's present?
Ans: Della had managed to save one dollar and eighty-seven cents for Jim's present.

3. Who did she go to, to get money for Jim's present?
Ans: Della went to Madame Safronie to get money for Jim's present.

4. What was Jim's gift for Della?
Ans: Jim's gift for Della was a set of beautiful tortoiseshell combs, side and back that she always longed for.

5. What was Della's treasured possession?
Ans: Della's treasured possession was her long and beautiful hair, rippling and shining like a cascade of brown waters.

Answer the following Questions 2 Marks
1. Who were the Magi? 
Ans. The Magi were wise men, who came from the East and visited Jesus after his birth, in                   
         Bethlehem. They brought with them gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
2. Why was Della worried?
Ans. Della was worried because she despite saving for months, she didn’t have enough money to buy a Christmas present for her husband, Jim. All she had was $ 1.87.
3. What did Jim do to get a gift for Della? 
Ans. Jim was the proud owner of a gold watch handed down to him by his father and grandfather. He sold this watch to get money to buy a gift for Della since he didn’t have sufficient money to buy a befitting gift for her.
4. What was Jim’s reaction when he returned home?
Ans. When Jim returned home and set eyes on Della, he stood as still as a hunting dog would at the scent of game. He stared at her with a peculiar expression on his face and it terrified her not to be able to understand the expression in his eyes. It was not anything that she had anticipated.
5. Why did Della count her money three times?
Ans. Della counted her money three times because she could not believe that it was so less, despite having saved for months to buy a Christmas gift for her husband, Jim. She had only one dollar and eighty-seven cents, which was not sufficient to buy aa gift appropriate for Jim.
6. What did Della do after she realized she had very little money with her?
Ans. Della was very disappointed at the scarcity of her funds for buying Jim a present for Christmas. She flopped down on the couch and had a good cry, after which she got up and composed herself. Glancing at her reflection in the pier-glass, gave her an idea on how she could raise money by selling her beautiful long hair.
7. How did Della get the $1.87 in the story?
Ans. Della got the 1.87 Cents in the gift of the magi by bargaining with the people who provided provisions like the grocery, the butcher, and the vegetable man.
8. What makes the author come to the conclusion that ‘life is made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with sniffles predominating’?
Ans. Della’s disappointment and subsequent tears led the author to conclude that life has its share of ups and downs. There are joyful times and sad times, but the sad occasions outnumber the joyous occasions.








An Astrologer’s Day  -  R.K Narayan 
(MCQs and one word answes)
1. From the twelve and a half annas that the astrologer earned, his wife planned to 
a. Buy fruits 
b. Buy vegetables 
c. Make sweets 
2. To answer his questions, the man first gave the astrologer 
a. Three pies 
b. Four pies 
c. Five pies
3. The astrologer was able to please customers because of 
a. His humor 
b. His honesty
 c. His observation and clever guessing
    4.  The story contains synonyms of the expressions given below. Locate them in the text and write them down: 
       1. Bright red in color 
       2. Expressing opinions or feelings in a loud and confident way
      3. Willing or prepared to do something
      4. Words that are spoken or sung to have a magical effect 
     5. With no people in it 

6. Read the story carefully and find single words for each of the phrases given below:  \
     1. Bright and colorful in an impressive way 
    2. To hang about aimlessly 
   3. Showing good judgement and likely to be right 
  4. Acting without thinking of results 
 5. A large number of objects or personal possessions 

7. The story contains the antonyms of the words given below. Locate them in the text and write them down. 
   1. Amateur      2. Unremarkable      3. Guilty        4. Interior       5. Safety



Short Answer Questions
Q.1 Name the items that constituted the astrologer’s professional equipment? 
Ans. The professional equipment of the astrologer consisted of a dozen cowrie shells, a square piece of cloth with obscure mystic charts on it, a notebook and a bundle of palmyra writings.
Q.2 Where did the astrologer sit every day?
Ans. The astrologer sat under the boughs of a spreading tamarind tree which flanked a path running through Town Hall Park.
Q.3 Which other trades and vendors were there along with the astrologer ?
Ans. The other vendors were medicine-sellers, sellers of stolen hardware and junk, magicians, an auctioneer of cheap cloth, and a vendor of fried ground nuts. 
Q.4 What was the source of light used by the astrologer to transact his business in the evening hours?
Ans. The astrologer used the light of a flare that the groundnut vendor used, nearby.
Q.5 Did the astrologer know anything about astrology?
Ans. No, the astrologer did not know anything about astrology and the stars, just like his innocent customers.
Q.6 How did the astrologer answer the questions asked by his clients?
Ans. The astrologer used to answer the questions asked by his clients based on his  observation, experience and fair understanding of common human problems and relationships.
Q.7 How much did the astrologer charge for a question?
Ans. He charged three pies per question.
Q.8 What happened when the astrologer was about to bundle up to return home ?
Ans. When the astrologer was about to bundle up his paraphernalia, he found a man standing before him.
Q.9 What was the final deal between the astrologer and the client?
Ans. The final deal was that the client would give the astrologer one rupee if he found the astrologer’s answers convincing.
Q.10 What happened when the astrologer caught a glimpse of the client’s face?
Ans. When the astrologer caught a glimpse of the client's face, he felt very uncomfortable and nervous.
Q.11 How could the astrologer talk accurately about the past of his client and guess his correct name?
Ans. The astrologer could talk accurately about the past of his client and guess his correct name because the client was his old friend whom he himself had impulsively stabbed and pushed into a well when they were young.
Q.12 How did the astrologer divert Guru Nayak from his search?
Ans. The astrologer convinced Guru Nayak by telling him that his enemy had already died a painful death, being crushed under a lorry, four months ago, in a far-off town.
Q.13 What did the astrologer warn Guru Nayak about ?
Ans. The astrologer warned Guru Nayak, to take the first train and go home and  never to travel Southward again.
Q.14 What was the reaction of ‘Guru Nayak’ when he was told about his enemy’s accident by a lorry?
Ans. Guru Nayak looked gratified to hear the news of his enemy’s accident by a lorry.
Q.15 What was confessed by the astrologer to his wife?
Ans. The astrologer confessed that he had the blood of a man on his hands all those years.

Summary  of the story 
The short story 'An Astrologer's Day' by R. K. Narayan deals with a single day in the life of an ordinary astrologer. His day begins as any other day but the day ends with unexpected events. When he is about to wind up his business, he meets a rogue character, Guru Nayak who has been a part of the past life of the astrologer. Towards the end, as readers, we receive a shock that Guru Nayak and the astrologer belong to the same native town. They were once upon a time good friends and had a quarrel one day. The result was that both were into bad company and had a fight. The astrologer tried to kill Guru Nayak by attacking him with a knife and when Guru Nayak fainted, he threw him into a nearby well. Fortunately, a passerby saved Guru Nayak. Out of this fear that he had impulsively killed Guru Nayak,  the astrologer left his native village forever and began his life afresh in a far off town under the guise of an astrologer and lived in constant guilt and fear. When suddenly he is confronted by Guru Nayak who is alive and is searching him to seek revenge;  he calmly and smartly tackles the situation, escapes and diverts the danger for ever. The writer is able to sustain reader’s interest by prolonging the suspense.
Charactersketch of the Astrologer
The character of the astrologer in R.K. Narayan's short story 'The Astrologer's Day’ is complex and multi-dimensional. He is portrayed as a shrewd and perceptive individual who possesses a deep understanding of human nature. Despite his profession, which relies on the belief in astrology, he is also a man of practical wisdom. The astrologer is depicted as someone who has faced his own struggles and hardships, which adds depth to his character. He is initially seen as a confident figure, able to read the stars and people's fortunes, but as the story unfolds, it becomes evident that he is also a man haunted by his past. His encounter with a customer reveals his vulnerability and the moral dilemmas he faces. Ultimately, the astrologer is confronted by Guru Nayak who is alive and is searching him to seek revenge;  he calmly and smartly tackles the situation, escapes and diverts the danger for ever.
